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Joint Press Release 
19 July 2022 

BASF Australia and AMA Group support Skillaroo 
Isabella Turrise with future career ambitions 

 

▪ 2022 Skillaroos officially announced at Government House, Canberra 
▪ BASF and AMA will combine strengths to enhance training and experience of young 

talent despite cancellation of WorldSkills International event in Shanghai 
▪ Skillaroo, Isabella Turrise, to continue to train at Glasurit Refinish Competence Centre, 

Sydney 

 

The 2022 Skillaroos and Team Australia were officially announced at a morning tea with the Governor 
General of Australia at Government House in Canberra on 15 July 2022. 

With the cancellation of WorldSkills International in Shanghai, BASF and AMA Group continue to 
support Skillaroo, Isabella Turrise, in receiving the best training available to deliver her an experience 
she will never forget.  

Isabella earned her place to represent Australia after finishing first in the Worldskills Nationals in 2021. 
Originally from Canberra, the 23-year-old spray painter now lives in western Sydney, where she works 
at AMA Group bodyshop ARM Mt Druitt. After originally studying animal science and zoology, Isabella 
completed her Certificate III in Automotive Refinishing TAFE NSW’s Campbelltown campus before 
entering the WorldSkills Regional competition in 2019 where her talents were quickly noticed. 

As the exclusive sponsor of the Car Painting category of WorldSkills International, BASF support 
WorldSkills International with their recent announcement to cancel this year ’s event and will 
continue to support Isabella in areas of skills development and knowledge using premium refinish 
brand Glasurit® with her continued training at BASF’s Glasurit Refinish Competence Centre, Sydney, 
with National Head Trainer, James Green.  

Employed within AMA Group, Isabella has the support of her current and former managers, Peter 
Hardy at ARM Mt Druitt and Mark McLean at KSR Autobody, plus mentoring from the Group’s General 
Manager Capability and Engagement, Louise Anderson. 

“We are all so proud of Isabella and her achievements through her apprenticeship, including her 
achievements at the WorldSkills National competition,” says Peter Hardy. “Isabella is very passionate 
about the art of spray painting, has a great eye for detail and has a huge future ahead of her.” 

As well as on-the-job training and support in her workplace, flexible work hours enable Isabella to 
attend offsite training at TAFE NSW and at the Glasurit Refinish Competence Centre. Carl Tinsley, one 
of Isabella’s teachers at TAFE NSW, is also providing additional training for her. “This achievement is a 
ringing endorsement of the training provided by AMA Group and the opportunities that the 
organisation provides to young women wanting to develop a trade career,” says Carl. Isabella 
completed her apprenticeship in May 2022 and is now a trade-qualified spray-painter.  

Profiling the automotive repair business as a desirable career path for the next generation is a 
common goal of both BASF and AMA Group. BASF’s commitment to providing state-of-the-art 
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training to delegates at the Glasurit Refinish Competence Centre, complimented by their progressive 
digital cloud-based software Glasurit Refinity®. 

“The industry requires young, well-trained talent and BASF is proud to be a part of delivering high 
level training to the industry and to Isabella to help her reach her career goals within the automotive 
repair industry. We are excited to see her success into the future” said Kishen Khosa, Head of Coatings, 
BASF Australia.  

AMA Group is committed to training more than its share of the next generation of leaders and skilled 
tradespeople in the collision repair industry, through its industry-leading apprentice program. The 
group has more than 315 apprentices across Australia and New Zealand and aims to take on another 
300 within the next year. 

Attracting the best people and training future industry leaders is critical to maintaining high quality 
workmanship and will guarantee a strong pipeline of experience for decades to come.   

With Isabella’s commitment to self-development with BASF, and building a promising career within 
AMA Group, her path to success is already being acknowledged within the industry: She was recently 
awarded one of the two awards in the Technician/Estimator category at the Women in Collision 
awards in February 2022, and was recognized at the TAFE NSW 2022 Excellence Awards, winning 
Student of the Year, Apprentice of the Year, and Supply Chain & E-Commerce Student of the Year.  

Isabella is a true representation of the next generation of spray painters and has the support of BASF 
and AMA Group behind her. 

 

 

About AMA Group 

AMA Group is the biggest collision repair network across Australia and New Zealand, supported by Australia’s leading 
distributor of vehicle parts and accessories. The AMA Group team includes approximately 3500 people—from spray-painters, 
panel beaters and detailers to customer service officers, centre managers and more. They work together to get hundreds of 
thousands of drivers back on the road as quickly and safely as possible each year. Learn more at amagroupltd.com.  

About BASF’s Coatings division 

The Coatings division of BASF is a global expert in the development, production and marketing of innovative and sustainable 
automotive OEM and refinish coatings, decorative paints as well as applied surface treatments for metal, plastic and glass 
substrates in a wide range of industries. This portfolio is supplemented by "Beyond Paint Solutions", which enable new 
applications with innovative surfaces. We create advanced performance solutions and drive performance, design and new 
applications to meet our partners’ needs all over the world. BASF shares skills, knowledge and resources of interdisciplinary 
and global teams for the benefit of customers by operating a collaborative network of sites in Europe, North America, South 
America and Asia Pacific. In 2021, the Coatings division achieved global sales of about €3.44 billion.  

Solutions beyond your imagination – Coatings by BASF. For more information about the Coatings division of BASF and its 
products, visit www.basf-coatings.com. 

About BASF in Australia and New Zealand 

BASF serves key industries in the agriculture, coatings, manufacturing and mining sectors, and posted sales of about €415 
million in Australia and New Zealand in 2021. As of the end of 2021, the company had 380 employees and operated 6 production 
sites across Agricultural Solutions, performance products and functional materials and solutions. BASF has been active in 
Australia for 100 years, and about 60 years in New Zealand. Further information is available on www.basf.com/au. 
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